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Proposed JAAGA Article for Lt Gen Waskow
Fifth Air Force Commander

It' s good to be back in my old neighborhood. Sheila and I are thrilled with the
response we’ ve received from our Japanese friends since returning to Japan as the
commander of United States Forces, Japan and Fifth Air Force. After an absence of
nine years, our friendships with our Japan Air Self-Defense Force offices and family

In a country where personal relationships and professional respect are the
foundation of success, we feel as though we have returned to a familiar and

My family’ s relationship with Japan began in 1922 when my grandfather, Colonel
Percy Poe Bishop, headed a US delegation providing humanitarian relief in response
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to the tragic earthquake that struck northeastern Japan in March of that year.

Then in 1952, my brother and | accompanied our parents to Tokyo where our father
was assigned to the US embassy. During the Korean War we lived in a small
Japanese house in the Yoyogi district of Tokyo.

It was there my brother and I spent afternoons playing baseball with Japanese boys
our age. In that environment, the game of baseball was our common language and the
playing field was our world.

In 1989, as a US Air Force Colonel, I was assigned to Okinawa as the 18" Tactical
Fighter Wing Vice Commander and from 1990-92 the Director of Operations at
Headquarters Fifth Air Force.

Although I have been away from Japan for a few years, | have observed a steady
positive trend in the aspects of our military relationship.

In 1999 the Japanese Diet passed the revolutionary legislation for the Defense
Guidelines. This landmark amendment has widened the focus of our alliance from the
traditional defense of Japan to concerns with regional developments that affect
Japanese security.

Since the Defense Guidelines were passed we have steadily increased our
combined planning and exercising—improving our capability to deal with threats to the
security in East Asia.

On November 29, 2001 the Japan Air Self-Defense Force began a new and more
visible chapter in support of the US bilateral relationship. On that date, a JASDF C-
130 flew its first mission, carrying cargo, in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.
As of March 1, 2002, the JASDF has flown more than 90 sorties, carrying 400-plus
tons of cargo thus relieving the USAF from that mission.

History will rate the Japanese contribution to the war on global terrorism as one of
the great bilateral success stories of our times. Your response to the terrorist threat
has demonstrated the strength of our alliance and the indispensable role of Japan in
the Pacific region.

The reason for this strong relationship between the US and Japan is easy to
summarize. We share commitments to the same values, to security, and to stability.
Our common commitment to democracy has helped us work together for peace and
prosperity in Asia and throughout the world.

The world fundamentally changed September 11, 2001. On that date terrorist,
brutally ushered in a new era—it was not an attack of a single religion against a single
country; it was an attack of assassins and criminals against civilized people. As a
result of that attack, civilized nations have begun a determined campaign in a war
against terrorism.

Our task is challenging, but we will prevail.

[ offer three observations about our war against terrorism;

1) Success will be measured in months and years not days and weeks. There are
difficulties associated with finding and eliminating terrorist cells—that will take time.
Our objective is to identify and root out terrorists and their support in the Asia—
Pacific region. The key to victory is a sustained, unprecedented, cooperative effort
among like—minded countries in the region against the common threat;

2) Final success will be achieved without fanfare. There may not be formal peace
treaties signed; no victory parades but the measure of success will be peace for our
families, and security for our way of life. We are at war against a network of terrorists
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that extends beyond boundaries. Many of our victories will be displayed on TV; but
many will not. Special oprations will be a major portion of our campaign against terror;
and

3) The war will be fought by coalitions of coalitions. Countries will have different
roles and contribute in different ways. Some will provide diplomatic support, others
financial and still others logistical or military support. In this war, the mission will
define the coalition.

Our task is to define the new normal-how we will conduct operations and how we
will live our daily lives—together. In doing so we will continue to do the things we
cherish. We will continue to hold athletic events such as the Olympics and the World
Cup. We will continue to socialize and participate in other activities we enjoy. We
will continue to do all of these things, but we will do them smarter.

We’ Il go back to our lives and modify our routines, and that is good, but our resolve
must continue.

Japan is undertaking these new missions in a transparent fashion, ensuring other
countries in the region understand the objectives and the limitations. Most important
for the US and our alliance, these initiatives have been undertaken in full cooperation
with US forces.

Not only are JASDF C—130s continuing to fly airlift missions in support of
committed US assets for Operations Enduring Freedom, Japanese Ground Self—
Defense Force soldiers have laid the foundation for future joint augmentation
operations. In addition, Japanese ships are providing fuel to coalition ships and
assisting with area surveillance in the North Arabian Sea.

The Japan Self-Defense Forces are turning from the missions of the past to the
missions of the future. This cooperation will continue to be vital for the region.

There is great potential for friendship and cooperation between our two great
nations. We must continue to enhance our interoperability while maintaining the
capabilities and readiness for the defense of Japan—our primary mission. When
promoting regional peace and stability, there is simply no substitute for the US—Japan
security alliance.

We are proud of our strong relations with the Japanese people, the JASDF and we
welcome Japan’ s commitment to combined action with US air forces.

Our countries friendship and alliance of more than 50 years, is now stronger than
ever, and will confidently handle the challenges of the future.

It truly is a wonderful experience to be back in our old neighborhood where in spite
of the changes of our world our relationship has remained constant. The mutual
respect and friendship between our two great nations is rock—solid and will not
change in our “new normal” world.
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